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Final 
Steps

After 14 
years, Aspen 

Santa Fe 
Ballet’s 

longest-
serving 
dancer 

prepares for 
her final bow

ABOVE: Samantha Klanac Campanile is 
retiring after 14 years with Aspen Santa Fe 
Ballet.
LEFT: Klanac Campanile in the Aspen 
Santa Fe Ballet studio with choreographer 
Cayetano Soto in 2009. The pair have 
collaborated on several ballets through the 
dancer’s career. Soto’s “Huma Rojo” will be 
included in the program during her final 
Aspen performances this month.
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O ver the past 14 years, Samantha 
Klanac Campanile has been a 
constant onstage presence with 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet. The 

statuesque dancer has helped shape and 
define the contemporary company’s elegant 
athleticism as it has grown into a presti-
gious global touring group and a forum for 
international choreographers. 

Klanac Campanile, 33, will retire after 
the company’s fall tour. She gives her final 
Aspen performances on Tuesday and Aug. 
27.

In keeping with Aspen Santa Fe’s en-
semble-driven creative approach, the final 
program is not focused on Klanac Campa-
nile or some of her more prominent solos 
from the past decade and a half. Rather, 
it showcases three works from choreogra-
phers who have formed close relationships 
with the company, which is honoring its 
20th anniversary all year.

“The celebration is less ‘Oh my God, 
look at me!’ and more ‘As a group, let’s 
have a fun night,’” Klanac Campanile said 
this week outside the company’s studio at 
Colorado Mountain College.

Aspen Santa Fe Executive Director 
Jean-Philippe Malaty said that Klanac 
Campanile had some input on the selec-
tions for her final program and supported 
closing with Cayetano Soto’s flamboyant 
“Huma Rojo,” which debuted last winter. 

“Even though she’s not featured more 
than others, she wanted to do this for her 
last performance,” Malaty said.

Klanac Campanile worked with Soto 
on four ballets during her time in 
Aspen.

“He’s one of my favorite 
choreographers,” she said. 
“I love his movement. I’ve 
gotten to do many of his 
ballets, and he’s become 
a personal friend. So 
that makes me really 
happy.”

The program also 
includes Alejandro Cer-
rudo’s “Silent Ghost” and 
the local premiere of Jiri 
Kylian’s “Sleepless.”

Along with Soto, Klanac 
Campanile developed fruitful 
creative partnerships with cho-
reographers like Jorma Elo and 
Nicolo Fonte over the years. Her 
first performance with the com-
pany, in 2002, was in a piece by 
Fonte. 

“Nicolo guided me in my 
career; he’s been a mentor 
and a friend,” she said. “He’s 
someone I know I’ll con-
tinue to have a relationship 

with and who has advanced my career as a 
dancer tremendously.”

A native of Buffalo, New York, Klanac 
Campanile went into Manhattan with a 
friend for auditions after her freshman 
year in the dance program at the State 
University of New York at Purchase.

“I went just to practice auditioning, real-
ly,” she recalled.

But on that audition she caught the eye 
of Malaty and Aspen Santa Fe Artistic 
Director Tom Mossbrucker. They invited 
her to perform with the company during 
the summer of 2002, after which she went 
back to school for a semester before sign-
ing on with the company full time at 19 
(she completed her degree through corre-
spondence classes from Aspen).

As Klanac Campanile joined the com-
pany, its international profile expanded 
along with its tours. In her first season, 
Aspen Santa Fe made its debut in Hawaii. 
New York and the Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Festival soon followed, then tours in Italy 
and Greece, and later Russia.

“You get to travel the world with your 
best friends and do what you love,” she 
said. “It doesn’t get any better than that.”

But some of the most memorable shows 
on tour over her career weren’t necessarily 
in the meccas of dance that have wel-
comed the company.

“We had a great show in Wichita (Kansas) 
that I always remember,” she said. “The way 
the group chemistry was onstage was really 

magical. My fondest memories involve 
the chemistry onstage and with a 

partner and 
with my 
friends.”

Of course, for a pro-
fessional dancer, the 

times spent under the 
lights in front of an audience are 

preceded by countless hours in the bal-
let studio. Through the ritual of morning 
class and the rigors of dancing together 
every day, she said, she’s bonded with her 
colleagues.

“What I’ll miss is being inspired by the 
people around me,” she said. “I’ll miss be-
ing a part of something and having that 

sense of camaraderie.”

“
What I’ll miss is being inspired 
by the people around me. I’ll 

miss being a part of something and 
having that sense of camaraderie.”Samantha Klanac Campanile

Dancer, Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
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Samantha Klanac Campanile 
joined Aspen Santa Fe 

Ballet at age 19 in 
2002. She will retire 

after the company’s 
fall tour.
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As intense and demanding as 
being an Aspen Santa Fe Ballet 
dancer is, Klanac Campani-
le counts herself lucky to have 
worked in a company where a 
spirit of mutual admiration, sup-
port and encouragement prevails 
over competition.

“In some dance companies it’s 
horrible and people are mean to 
each other,” she said. “We have a 
great little bubble down in that 
basement. People don’t get to 
see that part of it. It’s a beautiful 
thing.”

She’s still figuring out what she 
wants to do with the next phase 
of her life. But after spending her 
whole adult life with the compa-
ny, Klanac Campanile is looking 
forward to spending more time 
with her husband as a “normal 
couple” and doing some of the 
things she’s missed out on due to 
the demands of a dancer’s life.

“You miss your friends’ wed-
dings, you miss family events and 
things you want to do because of 
shows,” she said. “You can’t call in 
and say, ‘I’m taking a day off.’ I’m 
looking forward to that freedom.”

Like most dancers, due to the 
risk of injury, she’s also never 
skied in Aspen.

“I feel like I have to do it — 
I’ve been here so long,” she said. 
“Hopefully you’ll see me on one 
of the mountains this winter, 
probably Buttermilk.”

As her final performances 
approach, Klanac Campanile 

has been writing and reflecting 
on her time with the company 
and on her gratitude for hav-
ing found a creative home with 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet. She’s 
known for about two years that 
this season would be her last, 
which has allowed her to prepare 
emotionally to say goodbye. But 
it’s still been overwhelming at 
times. After Thursday’s rehears-
al wrapped, Klanac Campanile 
wept for the first time about her 
retirement.

“Finally,” Mossbrucker said as 
he wrapped her in a hug.
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Samantha Klanac Campanile in Nicolo Fonte’s “The Heart(s)pace.”
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IF YOU GO …
What: Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
Where: Aspen District Theatre
When: Tuesday, 8 p.m.; encore 
performance Aug. 27, 8 p.m.
How much: $25 to $94
Tickets: Wheeler Opera House 
box office;  
www.aspenshowtix.com
More info: The program includes 
Jiri Jylian’s “Sleepless,” Alejandro 
Cerrudo’s “Silent Ghost” and 
Cayetano Soto’s “Huma Rojo.”

Samantha Klanac Campanile in 
ballet class with Aspen Santa Fe 
Ballet.
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Samantha Klanac Campanile in Jorma Elo’s “1st Flash.”
ROSALIE O’CONNOR/COURTESY PHOTO

The Source for Real Estate in Aspen  
514 East Hyman Ave., Aspen  |  970.925.7000  |  www.masonmorse.com

Carol Hood Peterson
970.920.7385  |  970.379.0676 cell 

carol@masonmorse.com

WOODY CREEK  Net-zero sophisticated smart residence. One of the lowest 
HERS index rating in Colorado. Custom-built Lenado retreat located on six 
acres with two creeks in the White River National Forest. This “off-the-grid” 
escape includes a creekside cabin. $2,950,000 Now $2,750,000  
Web Id#: AN140444

ASPEN  This Janckila custom built 1/2 duplex lives like a single family home 
with newly installed sensational exterior hardscapes where you can relax in your 
own private spa. Everything a buyer might expect in an Aspen home.  
$4,695,000 Web Id#: AN144612  co-listed with Scott Weber

ASPEN  Luxury Five Trees ski-in/ski-out estate quality home. Inviting views, chef’s 
kitchen, six bedrooms, an office, library, wine room and fully-equipped gym. Located 
on 1.65 acres. Walking distance to Aspen schools & 5 minutes to downtown core. 
$15,350,000 - Now $12,950,000 Web Id#: AN139319 

CARBONDALE  Timeless, alluring, peaceful…words that describe the ambiance 
of this Mo. Heights residence built around 40 reclaimed doors from Mexico, South 
America and Morocco. Casual and inviting, this 5,800 sq. ft. home is located on 
32 acres with irrigation, pasture for horses, an arena, barn and views of Mt. Sopris. 
$3,590,000 Web Id#: AN144861

40 DOORS TO PEACEFUL LIVING PURE LENADO GETAWAY

SIMPLY STUNNING!SKI, HIKE & BIKE OUT YOUR FRONT DOOR!

OFF-THE-GRID
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NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE
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