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weekend
Making 

Magic

Behind the 
scenes of Aspen 
Santa Fe Ballet’s 
‘The Nutcracker’

5263 OWL CREEK ROAD
SNOWMASS VILLAGE, CO

JUST 15 MINUTES FROM ASPEN
CALL US AT 970/923-3181

JANUARY 2019 WORKSHOPS!

LEARN MORE AT ANDERSONRANCH.ORG

Cross-Disciplinary Studio Concentration: 
Wood, Sculpture and Digital Fabrication

Faculty: Michael Lorsung Week One: January 7 - 11
Week Two: January 14 - 18
Week Three: January 21 - 25

& Mark Tan



theater

B
efore any dancers 
stepped on the Aspen 
District Theatre stage 
this week for final re-

hearsals of Aspen San-
ta Fe Ballet’s annual 
staging of “The Nut-
cracker,” a 12-person 
crew had put in upward of 1,000 
man-hours to create the magical 
world of this Christmas classic.

While most of Aspen Santa Fe’s 
contemporary works play out on 
sleek and minimalist backdrops, 
“The Nutcracker” calls for a grand 
production of massive sets, com-
plex visual and sound effects and 
lighting schemes, countless props, 
glittering scenery and intricate 
costumes.

“It’s fun for us because it’s very 
different from what we normally 
do,” Aspen Santa Fe production 
manager Danny Bacheldor said 
this week. “It’s a nice change 
of pace to step away from what 

we normally do to pull off a big 
production.”

Bacheldor leads the team 
tasked with creating the physical 
world of the company’s “Nut-
cracker,” which runs for four per-
formances this weekend in Aspen 
and another four Dec. 15 and 16 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

As winter begins, the produc-
tion team pulls the set out of stor-
age and pieces it together in the 

District, building the 
sparkling scene of the 
Stahlbaum home for 
the first act’s Christ-

mas Eve scene, Clara’s bedroom 
and the fantastical carousel for 
the second act in the Land of 
Sweets.

Twelve pieces of scenery hang 
and move above the stage — 
Bacheldor estimates they total 
about 5,000 pounds — and an-
other six large set pieces slide on 
the ground level. It’s a puzzle of 
moving parts that the crew must 
maneuver precisely during the 
show, as the cast of 60 dances to 
the classic Tchaikovsky score. 

After the final curtain of Sun-
day evening’s performance, the 

A scene from last year’s Aspen Santa Fe Ballet dress rehearsal of the Nutcracker.
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Building ‘The Nutcracker’
Inside Aspen 
Santa Fe Ballet’s 
annual holiday 
extravaganza

Ballet slippers during the “Waltz of the Flowers” for last year’s Aspen Santa Fe Ballet dress rehearsal of the 
Nutcracker.
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crew will work through the night to pack 
up the set into a semi truck and send it to 
Santa Fe for next weekend’s shows in the 
company’s dual home.

It’s an epic undertaking, but a familiar 
one for the production manager, whose 
first job was working on Aspen Santa Fe’s 
“Nutcracker” in 2004 while he was still a 
student at Aspen High School.

“So much goes into this before the cur-
tain goes up on that first show,” Bacheldor 
said.

With the sets done, the cast moved into 
the theater Wednesday afternoon for final 
rehearsals. Aspen Santa Fe Ballet artistic 
director Tom Mossbrucker was working 
through the second act with his cast — per-
fecting his dancers’ spacing and fine-tuning 
steps for the “Waltz of the Flowers.” The 
cast includes the company’s dancers along 
with guest professionals from Ballet West, 
the Kaufman School of Dance at USC and 
the Paris Opera Ballet.

“It’s an extraordinary group this year,” 
Mossbrucker said of his guest dancers 
during a rehearsal break.

The cast also includes guest artists to 
perform the second act’s divertissements — 
aerialists, circus performers and a Chinese 
ribbon dancer among them — and children 
from the School of Aspen Santa Fe Ballet 
playing snowflakes, bees, dolls and soldiers.

As the production crew has built and 

fine-tuned the sets, the professional cast 
has been drilling their steps in the Aspen 
Santa Fe studio, while the students have 
been working throughout the autumn on 
their parts. And on Saturday, they’ll all 
finally be joined by an audience.

“It’s the magic of theater that people can 
show up and it doesn’t register — all the 
long, hard hours to get ready for something 
like this,” Bacheldor said.
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movies

Five films slated for 
Library Cinema series

Jon Busch will be enshrined in the Aspen 
Hall of Fame at a ceremony next month, but 
in December you can see the local legend 
and film presenter hosting and working the 
projector during his film series at the Pitkin 
County Library.

The series continues this weekend with 
the new Danish thriller “The Guilty,” which 
is Denmark’s best Foreign Film submis-
sion for the Academy Awards. It will play 
Saturday and Sunday at 7:30 p.m. with an 
additional Sunday matinee at 4 p.m.

Next weekend, the Library Cinema Series 
hosts a two-night presentation of “Hal,” 
an intimate new documentary about the 
filmmaker Hal Ashby, on Dec. 15 and 16. 
The month’s offerings will close the fol-
lowing weekend with two of Ashby’s most 
acclaimed films from the 1970s: “The Last 
Detail” starring Jack Nicholson and Randy 
Quaid, on Saturday, Dec. 22; and “Being 
There,” the iconic satire starring Peter Sell-
ers in an Oscar-winning turn, on Sunday, 
Dec. 23.

Admission is $10 and includes popcorn. 
More info at pitcolib.org.
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Production crew members prepare one of the set pieces in preparations for the Aspen 
Santa Fe Ballet’s “Nutcracker” on Dec. 1. 
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IF YOU GO …
What: ‘The Nutcracker,’ presented by 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
Where: Aspen District Theatre
When: Saturday, 2 and 7:30 p.m.; Sunday,  
1 and 5 p.m.
How much: $36 to $94
Tickets: Wheeler Opera House box office; 
aspenshowtix.com

Production crew members for the Aspen 
Santa Fe Ballet’s “Nutcracker” on Dec. 1. 
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Let’s meet at The Taco Shack.

Nah, I just read a  review online that says the service  was horrible, slow and food was bad.

Ok, let’s meet at Jose’s Mexican Restaurant then. I’ll let the group know.

Sarah

Bill

Sarah

Reputation 
Management

PROBLEM #2

YOU ARE 
LOSING 
BUSINESS.

IF YOU DON’T 
MANAGE YOUR 
REPUTATION ONLINE,

Are you 100% 
confident that a 
negative review 
isn’t hurting your 
business?

Call your local account  
manager today so we can help  
you clean up your reputation.

970.925.3414

LET US HELP WITH OUR

Reputation  
Management 
TOOL

SOLUTION
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