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Growing up in  
  ‘The Nutcracker’
 Aspen native returns
 to dance professionally 
 in ‘The Nutcracker’

JANUARY STUDIO CONCENTRATIONS

SPOTS AVAILABLE!

5263 Owl Creek Road
Snowmass Village, CO

JUST 15 MINUTES FROM ASPEN

Visit andersonranch.org
or call 970/923-3181Ceramics | Photography & New Media | Painting | Sculpture

NEW open studio wood and sculpture classes added
SIGN UP ONLINE AT ANDERSONRANCH.ORG/ WORKSHOPS-AT-THE-RANCH/





As a child, she recalled, the pros and com-
pany members were monumental figures 
that she admired.

“Every day when the company was re-
hearsing I would stand in that window and 
watch them,” she said. “All the different 
choreographers. All the movements. And 
then I’d try to mimic what they were doing 
at home.”

On a recent afternoon, Lewis was back in 
the company’s basement studio with artistic 
director Tom Mossbrucker making mi-
nor adjustments on her and the cast in the 
iconic “Snow” scene of the Christmas classic. 
Some of her earliest memories are of ballet 
classes with Mossbrucker and executive di-
rector Jean-Philippe Malaty, who she admits 
intimidated her as a child but who would 
nurture her as she grew into an artist.

“This company 100 percent shaped me 
and what I wanted to do,” Lewis said. “They 
made me the dancer I always wanted to be.”

In high school, Lewis danced nearly ev-
eryday and intensely devoted herself to the 
pursuit — on wintertime Saturdays, for ex-
ample, when most Aspen teenagers would 
be skiing, Lewis would be in the dance 
studio. But she said the lessons she learned 
in the School of Aspen Santa Fe Ballet pre-
pared her for life both on and off stage 

“They really care about the human in the 
dancer and the individual,” she said. “It’s an 
amazing environment.”

This past year may prove pivotal in Lew-
is’ dancing career. After a lengthy audition 
process with Ballet BC in the spring, Lewis 
didn’t land an apprenticeship she had been 
hoping for. Disappointed and disillusioned, 
she stopped taking ballet classes for the 
first time in her life. Not dancing for three 
months, she re-evaluated the place dance 
holds in her life.

“I was questioning, ‘Should I even be 

dancing?’” she recalled. “As you get older, 
other things play into life like, ‘Do I want 
to go to law school?’ ‘What about my job?’ 
In high school, I was always the girl who 
knew what I wanted to do. I wanted to be 
a dancer.”

As she searched her soul, Lewis reached 
out to Mossbrucker, who invited her to take 
a role in “The Nutcracker” this winter. Her 
bosses at the law firm supported the idea, 
allowing her to work remotely from here 
through the “Nutcracker” season.

Coming home and returning to perform 
with the company where it all began, she 
said, felt like the natural next right thing 
to do. 

“I think I was always trying to find this 
company in a different place that wasn’t 
Aspen, because I wasn’t sure if I wanted to 
come back,” she said.

Next weekend, she and the company 
will give an additional four performances 
in Santa Fe. After that, Lewis is sticking 
around Aspen through the holidays to 
spend time with family and to ski.

“I am very thrilled to be here,” she said. 
“When your plane lands in Aspen and the 
flight attendant says, ‘If Aspen is your final 
destination, welcome home,’ I’m always 
like, ‘Gosh, it’s really home.’” 

atravers@aspentimes.com

LEWIS
From page B5

IF YOU GO …
What: ‘The Nutcracker,’ presented by 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
Where: Aspen District Theatre
When: Saturday, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
How much: $36 to $124
Tickets: www.aspensantafeballet.com

Aspen Santa Fe Ballet will present four performances of “The Nutcracker” on Saturday 
and Sunday.
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Holiday Concert Schedule
Brought to you by

R O A R I N G  F O R K  A N D
C O L O R A D O  R I V E R  V A L L E Y S

Member FDIC

Friday, December  8, 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December  10, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December  16, 7:30 p.m. 

All shows at Glenwood Springs First United Methodist Church
 – Free/Donations Gratefully Accepted

Mountain Madrigal Singers “Welcome the Holiday”

Aspen Choral Society presents Handel’s “Messiah”

Thursday, December  14, 7:00 p.m. – Snowmass Chapel

Friday, December  15, 7:00 p.m. – Basalt Middle School

Saturday, December  16, 7:00 p.m. – Aspen’s Wheeler Opera House

Sunday, December  17, 7:00 p.m. – Glenwood Springs St. Stephen Catholic Church

All shows $15 at aspenshowtix.com or $20 at the door

MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM AND SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

THE INDOOR SATURDAY
FARMERS  ̓& ARTISAN MARKET
SATURDAYS IN DECEMBER 10AM–3PM

 

VISIT 
SANTA

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 2ND & 3RD 

11AM–2PM
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